[COMPANY LETTERHEAD]

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE




DATE: ___________________

CONTACT:  [YOUR CONTACT NAME AND PHONE NUMBER] 

 [COMPANY NAME]’s Safety Tips for Installing 

Propane Appliances in the Home
If you’re planning to add a propane appliance to your home, [CONTACT NAME] of [COMPANY NAME] reminds consumers to make sure to contact your propane supplier prior to any modification, installation or repair to your propane appliances or piping system.  This will help your supplier determine such requirements as proper venting, connections, combustion air supply, pipe sizing for proper flow, or regulator setting.  All these items play key roles in ensuring that your propane appliances operate safely and efficiently.

Gas appliances are not all the same.  For example, most manufactured housing units with gas appliances come equipped to operate on natural gas.  The appliances are converted to use propane after installation.  Since nearly one-third of all new homes sold in Texas are manufactured housing, it’s important to remember to contact your local propane marketer or a licensed LP-gas plumber to check and, if necessary, convert the appliances for proper operation on LP-gas.  

[CONTACT NAME] of [COMPANY NAME] says that many propane dealers employ trained and licensed service people to install residential appliances. Your propane supplier can also ensure that the appliance is installed in accordance with the manufacturer's instructions and the requirements of a nationally recognized testing organization such as Underwriter's Laboratories (UL) or the American Gas Association (AGA).  

Alternatively, consumers can locate licensed LP-Gas plumbers at www.texaspropane.org, a free web site maintained by the Texas propane industry and the Railroad Commission of Texas.  

[CONTACT NAME] of [COMPANY NAME] also reminds propane consumers that any gas line not attached to an appliance should have the valve closed and the ends terminated with a threaded cap or plug (see diagram).  Open lines can leak a lot of gas quickly, and uncapped lines can be damaged if they fill up with water.

These lines may be installed through the floor, wall or other surface.  If you have a question about a gas line inside or outside your home, please call your propane supplier.

For more information on how to choose propane appliances for your new home, contact the Railroad Commission’s Alternative Fuels Division at (800) 64-CLEAR or visit www.propane.tx.gov and click on “Propane Safety Tips.”
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