[COMPANY LETTERHEAD]

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE




DATE: ___________________

CONTACT:  [YOUR CONTACT NAME AND PHONE NUMBER] 

[COMPANY NAME]’s Tips for RV Appliances, Safety

(Your town, date) —From the wide open spaces of Palo Duro Canyon and Big Bend to the sun and surf of Port Aransas, Texas has plenty of attractive vacation destinations.  Thousands of Texans will visit these fun spots and travel to out-of-state vacation attractions in recreational vehicles (RVs) this year.  However, an improperly maintained vehicle can make even the smoothest road seem like a trip with the Griswolds to Wally World.

[CONTACT NAME] of [COMPANY NAME] recommends that RV owners use the following checklist to ensure a safe and worry-free RV vacation season.

1.  Have your RV inspected by a licensed professional.

Owners should take their vehicle to a qualified, Railroad Commission-licensed propane gas supplier or licensed RV dealer for an annual checkup.  Whether the RV is used year-round or only occasionally, every RV's propane gas system should be checked in order to keep it operating in tip-top shape.

“We’ll check the system for leaks and proper regulator settings, as well as inspect the valves and fittings,” says [CONTACT NAME] of [COMPANY NAME].  “In addition, we’ll also inspect propane tanks for excessive rust and dents.  Most tanks will last for years; however, seriously dented or badly rusted tanks must be replaced immediately.”

“We’ll inspect all your appliances, including the air intakes and exhaust vents.  It’s a common mistake to forget to remove access door and vent covers that were put on to prevent insect infestation during the fall and winter.  But without proper ventilation, the gas will not burn properly or not light at all,” says [CONTACT NAME] of [COMPANY NAME].

Become familiar with the odor of propane gas.  You can order a free Scratch and Sniff brochure by calling the Railroad Commission at 1-800-64CLEAR to teach you how to recognize the “rotten egg” smell of propane gas.

2.  Take care of your tank.

Paint the propane tank a light, reflective color; but do not paint over warning labels.  Assuming the tank has passed inspection by a properly licensed propane supplier, any minor rust touch-ups can be performed by RV owners.

-more-
Always use the propane tank in the proper position.  Arrows indicating the correct position are embossed in the metal of the tank.  A horizontal tank must never be used in the vertical position, and vice versa.

3.  Be attentive on the road.

Follow proper refueling procedures at all fueling stations when having your on-board propane cylinders refueled.  When refueling, turn off the engine, all appliances, and the electronic re-igniters.  Railroad Commission LP-Gas safety rules require that all passengers exit the RV during refueling.  After refueling, your propane supplier should ensure that your system has no leaks.  A continuous hissing sound could indicate the presence of such a leak.  If a leak is detected, your propane dealer will provide qualified assistance.

If you smell gas, exit the camper without using an electric switches or appliances; leave the door open to air out the vehicle; shut off the propane tank; and call a propane gas supplier or the fire department from a nearby phone.

One final tip: before heading out on your trip, access www.texaspropane.org for a directory of statewide propane fueling stations.  For more information on RV safety, call the Railroad Commission’s Alternative Fuels Division at 1-800-64-CLEAR or visit www.propane.tx.gov and click on “Propane Safety Tips.”
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