[COMPANY LETTERHEAD]

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE




DATE: ___________________

CONTACT:  [YOUR CONTACT NAME AND PHONE NUMBER] 

[COMPANY NAME]’s “Top Ten List” 

for Safe Propane Grill Use

(Your town, date) —To many Texans, summer means a chance to fire up their gas grills and host a backyard barbecue for their families and friends.

[CONTACT NAME] of [COMPANY NAME] notes some of gas grills’ advantages.  “Propane is a fast, clean, less expensive energy source for backyard barbecues.  It’s an abundant, Texas-produced product that’s worth looking into,” [CONTACT NAME] said.

Propane also produces no emissions from lighter fluid, an environmental advantage over charcoal, as well as heating and cooking in half the time that a charcoal grill takes.   

[CONTACT NAME] also reminded Texans to grill safely.  “[COMPANY NAME] has compiled a Top Ten list of propane gas grill and cylinder safety tips to help make holiday and summer grilling more enjoyable for consumers,” [CONTACT NAME] said.    
A complete list of safety tips for all propane uses can be viewed or downloaded by clicking on Safety—Propane at the Railroad Commission’s web site www.propane.tx.gov and click on “Propane Safety Tips.”  Copies may be ordered by calling 800-64-CLEAR.

Texas Railroad Commission’s Top Ten Gas Grilling Safety Tips

1. Check used grills for worn hoses and proper air adjustment. Replace worn or defective parts and perform maintenance according to the manufacturer’s instructions.

2. If the grill is new, follow the manufacturer’s assembly instructions and familiarize yourself with the manufacturer’s recommended operating and safety practices.

3. Do not use a propane gas cylinder if it shows signs of external damage, such as dents, gouges, bulges, fire damage, corrosion, leakage or excessive rust.

4. After grilling, never store the propane gas cylinder indoors or within any enclosed space.

5. Always open the grill hood before lighting, and light according to manufacturer’s instructions.

6. Always grill in a well-ventilated area. Do not grill indoors or close to the side of a house or other structure.

7. After filling or exchanging a cylinder, take it home immediately. Do not leave it in your vehicle for extended periods of time.

8. To turn the cylinder valve off or on, remember “Righty, Tightly…Lefty, Loosey.”

9. Railroad Commission rules require that if the cylinder is at least 12 years old, it must be periodically “requalified,” (does this mean retested by a propane dealer?) to ensure it is safe for use.

10. Only cylinders with an Overfill Protection Device (OPD) may be filled legally. Consumers can tell if their propane cylinder has an OPD if it has a triangular hand wheel with the letters “OPD” on it or if the tank has an OPD wrapper or warning label.

-30-
