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[COMPANY NAME]:  Heat Water Efficiently With Propane Gas

(Your town, date) —Believe it or not, hot weather and hot water do go together.  “Just because you and your family are on vacation doesn’t mean your water heater is,” notes [CONTACT NAME] of [COMPANY NAME].  “In fact, at this time of year you may be using even more hot water.  Kids home from school and visiting relatives mean even more laundry than usual.  The same goes for the dishwasher and the shower.”

[CONTACT NAME] of [COMPANY NAME] reminds propane gas water heater owners that you can extend the life of your water heater and make it more efficient with just a few easy operations.  

If cracking or rumbling noises develop in the tank, collected sediment is the likely cause.  Every six months, you should flush the tank by attaching a hose to the drain and letting the water run out for three to five minutes.  This helps keep sediment from building up in the tank.  Check the manufacturer’s instructions for the proper flushing procedure and the location of the drain. 

Make sure the water heater’s temperature and pressure relief valve is properly vented to the outside of the residence.  Then flip the test lever on the relief valve to ensure the valve is working properly and not plugged up.  You should do this at least once a year.  The relief valve is designed to open automatically and release water from the tank if the water temperature in the tank rises above 210 degrees F. or if the water pressure rises above 150 pounds.  If water flows out when the test lever is opened and stops without leaking when the valve is closed, then the relief valve is in good working order.  Have a properly licensed propane gas professional change the valve if it doesn’t work properly.

Spring and summer are good times to check the insulation to the outside of your water heater and hot water pipes.  Proper insulation can save 5 to 10 percent of the energy you’ve been using, and even more if your water heater is located in an unheated area of your house.  Again, call a properly licensed propane gas professional for a periodic tune-up for safe and efficient operation.

For more information about how to keep hot water costs down and efficiency up, look under “Gas--Propane” in your Yellow Pages, or call the Railroad Commission’s Alternative Fuels Division at 1-800-64-CLEAR or visit www.propane.tx.gov and click on “Propane Safety Tips.”
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