[COMPANY LETTERHEAD]

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE




DATE: ___________________

CONTACT:  [YOUR CONTACT NAME AND PHONE NUMBER] 

RRC: TEACH CHILDREN AFTER-SCHOOL RULES 

FOR PROPANE APPLIANCE SAFETY

(DATELINE)— [MARKETER NAME] of [COMPANY NAME] today reminded adults to discuss propane gas appliance safety procedures with children for when they are home alone after school.

“Texas has an estimated one million latchkey children, and they need to know what to do in the event of an emergency,” [MARKETER NAME] said.  “Teaching our children the basic propane safety rules will allow them to recognize those emergencies when an adult isn’t home.”

“Children need to remember ABC when it comes to propane appliances—Always Be Careful,” said [MARKETER NAME].  “By teaching children how to identify common noises and smells from propane appliances they’ll learn to recognize anything out of the ordinary.  This is a good time to let your children know some basic propane appliance safety rules, like: never turn on propane gas appliances without parental supervision; keep papers and toys away from gas furnaces, space heaters and fireplaces; stay away from propane tanks and shut-off valves; and, of course, never play with matches.”

Propane gas has an odorant added to help identify any gas leak.  Show your children how to identify that “rotten egg” smell by using a “scratch and sniff” brochure available free from the Railroad Commission of Texas' Alternative Fuels Research and Education Division (AFRED). Tell your children that if they smell gas, they should exit the home immediately and they should not use any electric switches or appliances.  Go to a trusted neighbor’s home for help, or call mom or dad or the fire department from there.

Propane safety tips and information on rebates are also available by calling toll-free, (800) 64-CLEAR (800-642-5327) or visit www.propane.tx.gov and click on “Propane Safety Tips”.
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