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[COMPANY NAME] Stresses Space Heater Safety Review

 (Your town, date) — Anticipating frost on the pumpkin, [CONTACT NAME] of [COMPANY NAME] says it is a good idea to review safety guidelines for propane gas-fueled space heaters at the first sign of cold weather.  Colder fall and winter weather means many Texans will again be relying on propane space heaters to warm specific areas of their homes.  These heaters have grown in popularity in recent years because they offer high energy efficiency and fuel savings.

According to [NAME], there are two types of propane space heaters:  direct-vent or vent-free.  Direct-vent heaters require outside air to support combustion and are typically installed on outside walls.  Be sure to check the location of the outside vent to make sure it is free of debris.  According to the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, only vented fuel-fired heaters should be used in mobile homes.

Vent-free space heaters rely on inside air to support combustion and vent directly into a room.  Newer types of unvented space heaters must have an oxygen-depletion sensor, which will automatically turn off the unit if oxygen levels in the room drop below a specified level.

“Space heaters should be checked periodically,” says [NAME] of [COMPANY].  “We can send a trained technician to inspect the unit, clean the control compartments and burner, and check for proper operation for our customers.”  Place heaters at least three feet away from objects such as bedding, furniture, and drapes.

Homeowners should also become familiar with the “rotten egg” odorant that has been added to propane gas for easy identification.  If you do smell gas, whether the heater is operating or not, follow these steps: 

1.  Do not touch any electric switches, light matches or use the phone.

2.  Exit the structure immediately.

3.  If there is an outside tank, turn off the gas supply valve.

4.  From a neighbor’s phone, call your propane supplier or fire department.

[NAME or COMPANY] also suggests that homeowners who fuel furnaces and appliances with propane put their propane delivery accounts on “automatic,” to make sure they will have enough gas no matter how cold the weather or how treacherous the road conditions for propane delivery trucks.  

For more information on how to stay warm safely with propane this winter, call toll-free, (800) 64-CLEAR (800-642-5327) or visit www.propane.tx.gov and click on “Propane Safety Tips”.
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