[COMPANY LETTERHEAD]

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

DATE: ___________________

CONTACT:  [YOUR NAME AND PHONE NUMBER]

[COMPANY NAME] Says Keep Your Home Fires Burning . . . Safely!

(Your town) — It’s traditional.  A roaring fire in the fireplace on a cold winter’s day.  And in more and more Texas homes, the energy that fuels that brightly burning fireplace is coming from clean-burning propane gas.

[CONTACT NAME AND TITLE] of [COMPANY NAME] reminds homeowners who rely on propane as a residential fuel to have their propane gas log and fireplace systems checked at the outset of the winter season.  “Homeowners can schedule a gas appliance safety check with us,” says [CONTACT NAME].  “We’ll send a qualified technician to inspect the fireplace unit, clean the control compartments and burner, and check all the components for proper operation.”

Homeowners should be aware what type of propane fireplace they own:  direct-vent or vent-free.  A direct-vent unit requires outside air to support combustion in its sealed combustion chamber and is typically installed on an outside wall.  The outside vent on these units should be checked periodically to make sure that it is free of debris.  A blocked air vent results in a poorly burning flame.

[CONTACT NAME] of [COMPANY NAME] says vent-free gas hearths, logs and free-standing stove units are growing in popularity.  These units rely on inside air to support combustion and vent directly into a room.  Newer types of unvented units must have an oxygen-depletion sensor that will automatically turn off the unit if the oxygen drops below a specified level.

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission cautions consumers to turn off the logs before retiring for the night or when leaving the house.  Many new gas log units come equipped with a remote control for easy on/off selection. 

Homeowners should also familiarize themselves with the “rotten egg” odor of propane.  If you smell gas, whether the fireplace or stove unit is operating or not, follow these steps: 

· do not touch electric switches, light matches or use the telephone; 

· exit the dwelling immediately; 

· call your propane supplier or the fire department from a neighbor’s phone.

[NAME or COMPANY] also suggests that homeowners who fuel furnaces and appliances with propane put their delivery accounts on “automatic.” That way, they’ll be sure to have enough gas, no matter how cold the weather or how treacherous the road conditions for delivery trucks.  

For more information on how to stay warm safely with propane this winter, visit www.propane.tx.gov, or call the Railroad Commission’s Alternative Fuels Division at (800) 64-CLEAR.
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